
Tess Caudill and I were 

recently invited to Murray 

to speak to a Small Rumi-

nant Production class at 

Murray State University, 

taught by Shawn Harper.  

We thought weõd take the 

opportunity to get in some 

site visits along the way. 

 

We stopped in to see 

Charles and Regina Deer-

ing at Mayfield and Regina 

was kind enough to show 

us their Boer goats and 

Dorper Sheep, the same 

combination we saw at 

Nettie and Harold òSpeedyó 

Jonesõ farm on our next 

visit.  

 

We closed out the after-

noon visits at Eddie Ben-

nett's near Princeton.  The 

Bennetts are developing a 

feedlot operation in addi-

tion to the farm where they 

raise  show goats and 

sheep. 

 

While we were in Princeton 

we sat in on an extension 

meeting which discussed 

Skill-a-thons and Livestock 

Judging. 

-Ray- 
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Western KY Visit 

Goat Industry Pioneer James H. Ragland dies 

James 

Harold 

Ragland, 

67, of 

Danville, 

formerly 

of Mag-

nolia, 

died 

Satur-

day, Nov. 

17, 2007 at the Cleveland 

Clinic in Cleveland. 

He was a retired agency 

manager with Kentucky Farm 

Bureau, LaRue County office, 

from 1966-2004, and an 

elder at the Magnolia Cum-

berland Presbyterian Church. 

He was a 1957 graduate of 

Magnolia High School, where 

he was president of the FFA 

chapter and a starting guard 

for the Magnolia Majors 

basketball team. He was a 

1961 graduate of the Univer-

sity of Kentucky with a 

Bachelor of Science in ani-

mal husbandry, and a mem-

ber of Alpha Gamma Rho 

fraternity. He was an active 

leader in the Kentucky Live-

stock Improvement Associa-

tion, a member of the Ken-

tucky Polled Hereford Asso-

ciation, former president of 

the LaRue County Fair Board, 

member of the LaRue County 

Chamber of Commerce, for-

mer member of the Magnolia 

Cemetery Board, member of 

the Kentucky Goat Producers 

Association, former Kentucky 

State president of 4-H, and 

past president of the Ken-

tucky Simmental Association. 

Survivors include his wife, 

Jean Richard Ragland; a 

daughter, Dr. Kimberly 

Ragland, and her husband, 

W. Brent Woodrum, of Dan-

ville; a son, Chris Ragland 

and his wife, Donna, of Salis-

bury, Md. 

The funeral was Wednesday, 

November 21 at the Dixon-

Rogers Funeral Home in 

Magnolia with burial in the 

Magnolia Cemetary. 
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The Dairy Practices Council 

holds a three-day conference 

each fall (on Wednesday 

through Friday of election 

week in November) to allow all 

Task Forces to meet simulta-

neously and to provide a fo-

rum where topics of common 

interest can be shared with 

the membership and other 

attendees.  

General sessions are held 

Thursday and Friday mornings 

and feature a formal program 

with the most qualified speak-

ers covering topics of interest 

and significance to the dairy 

industry.  

 

Task Force work sessions are 

held Wednesday and Thursday 

afternoons. These Task Force 

sessions allow the opportunity 

to exchange knowledge with 

others, get involved on a sub-

committee for guideline devel-

opment, suggest a topic for a 

new guideline or just listen 

and absorb. 

 

This yearõs Conference was 

held on November 7, 8 & 9, 

2007 at the Four Points Shera-

ton in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-

vania. 

 

KY Sheep and Goat Develop-

ment Office Executive Director 

served on the Small Ruminant 

Task Force which discussed 

protocols for antibiotic testing 

for dairy sheep as well as goat 

dairy housing and  stimulating 

out-of-season freshening in 

dairy does. 

 

The Dairy Practices Council 

publishes educational guide-

lines for the dairy industry and 

is a nonprofit organization of 

education, industry and regula-

tory personnel concerned with 

milk quality, sanitation and 

regulatory uniformity.  
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Dairy Practices Council annual meeting 

that most respondents 

believed farmers should be 

compensated if they are 

forced to comply with more 

rigorous animal-welfare 

standards.  

 

"While this does not imply 

that farm animal welfare is 

not important, it does imply 

when forming public policy, 

the interests of farm ani-

mals take a backseat to 

the interest of humans," 

Norwood wrote in a sum-

mary of survey results 

posted on the AFBF Web 

site.  

 

Norwood also said consum-

ers see animal welfare as a 

result of shopping deci-

sions in addition to pro-

ducer choices. According to 

the survey, a majority of 

shoppers believed that if 

consumers want higher 

animal-welfare standards, 

companies will provide it ñ 

and charge more for it. 

Thus, when consumers 

choose to purchase tradi-

tional meat instead of 

more expensive meat 

raised under alternative 

production systems like 

organic or free-range, they 

understand that their pur-

chase directly determines 

the level of animal care 

provided.  

 

When asked about gesta-

tion crates for sows, re-

searchers found that con-

sumers were more accept-

ing of the practice if given 

an explanation for its use. 

For example, the survey 

found that only 18 percent 

of consumers agreed with 

the statement, "housing 

pregnant sows in crates is 

humane," while 45 percent 

agreed with the statement, 

"housing pregnant sows in 

crates for their protection 

from other hogs is hu-

mane."  

 

By Alicia Karapetian on 
12/3/2007 for Meating-
place.com  

 

Human concerns far out-

weigh farm-animal welfare 

for most Americans, ac-

cording to a new survey of 

1,000 people conducted by 

the American Farm Bureau 

Federation in conjunction 

with Oklahoma State Uni-

versity. 

 

The survey found that con-

sumers considered the U.S. 

health-care system, poverty 

and food safety five times 

more important than the 

well being of farm animals.  

 

Through what Oklahoma 

State University Assistant 

Professor F. Bailey Nor-

wood called an "innovative 

survey question," the study 

found that consumers 

equated the suffering of 

one human to that of 

11,500 farm animals and 

"While this does not 

imply that farm animal 

welfare is not important, 

it does imply when 

forming public policy, 

the interests of farm 

animals take a backseat 

to the interest of 

humans"   

SHEEP AND GOAT NOTES 

Small Ruminant chairper-

son Lynn Hinckley 

(University of Connecticut) 

shares a story with task 

force member Daniel 

Scruton (Vermont Agency 

of AgFoods and Markets) 

Americans Indicate Lukewarm Concern for Animal Welfar: Study 
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By Corey Kilgannon 

 

RIVERHEAD, N.Y. ñ Out 

where the Long Island Ex-

pressway and suburban 

sprawl fall away and the 

village of Riverhead opens 

onto the North Forkõs ex-

panse of produce stands, 

farmhouses and acres of 

crops, a luxury-home devel-

opment called the Highlands 

at Aquebogue has sprouted 

up on Sound Avenue. 

 

The complex ñ surrounded 

by sod farms and rows of 

produce and situated across 

from a faded Long Island 

Cauliflower Association ware-

house ñ offers expansive 

vistas that led Betsy Ken-

nedy to pay $710,000 for 

her 3,500-square-foot three-

bedroom house here. 

 

òThis is it,ó Ms. Kennedy, a 

feng shui consultant, re-

called thinking when she 

first gazed out the back win-

dows at the fields of cauli-

flower, tomatoes and corn. 

 

Then two months ago, boom-

ing began emanating from 

those fields ñ every seven 

minutes, all day long ñ from 

an air cannon used to scare 

birds from the corn. 

 

As the North Fork ñ country 

cousin to the trendier penin-

sula to the south ñ has be-

come an increasingly attrac-

tive place for those seeking 

the un-Hamptons, efforts to 

preserve farmland and main-

tain its rural character are 

bumping up against the 

constant creep of suburbani-

zation. 

 

Yet some of those city dwell-

ers and suburbanites are not 

nearly as enamored of the 

less pleasant aspects of 

farms, like noisy machinery, 

animal smells, pesticides, 

dust from plowing, and zon-

ing that lets homeowners 

keep barnyard animals. 

 

More and more, those cul-

ture clashes are the subject 

of town hall meetings and 

political campaigns in River-

head and Southold, with 

officials caught in the battle 

over supporting farmersõ 

livelihoods and other home-

ownersõ quality of life. 

 

òThere are so many develop-

ments cropping up next to 

farmland, I was curious if 

there was any town regula-

tion about it,ó said Ms. Ken-

nedy, who said she ulti-

mately decided against com-

plaining to town officials 

here, and advised her 

neighbors not to complain to 

the farmer. 

 

òYou donõt want to get him 

mad enough to sell to a de-

veloper, so we wind up with 

a strip mall there,ó she said. 

òA lot of people moved here 

because it has a rural feel 

without really being rural.ó 

 

Ms. Kennedy wound up stay-

ing inside her new house 

with the windows shut until 

the booming stopped, less 

than two weeks later. 

 

Not everyone stifles the urge 

to complain. 

 

In Southold, the town super-

visor, Scott A. Russell, pro-

posed a crackdown on ani-

mal noises from farms and 

from the homes of longtime 

residents taking advantage 

of agricultural zoning. (There 

were complaints about 

neighbors keeping horses 

and noisy peacocks in their 

yards.) 

 

But many locals took the 

proposal as a nod to the new 

suburban settlers, and so, 

facing vicious opposition, the 

proposal died. 

 

òThere is increased friction 

between our agricultural 

traditions and elements of 

suburbanization,ó said Wil-

liam P. Edwards, a Southold 

councilman on the townõs 

agricultural advisory commit-

tee. òWeõre wrestling with 

what kind of town we really 

want to be. Weõll no longer 

be rural if we canõt preserve 

our open farmland, and the 

best way to do that is to let 

the farmers farm it.ó 

 

There are about 700 farms 

in Suffolk County ñ which 

leads the state in agricul-

tural production, according 

to the New York State Farm 

Bureau ñ on about 34,000 

acres of farmland. The bu-

reau said the town of South-

old, which covers most of the 

North Fork, has among the 

highest gross incomes in the 

state for farm products; the 

North Forkõs sandy soil and 

temperate conditions make 

it one of the most fertile 

areas in the region. 

 

Yet there are the crosscur-

rents here. Summer resi-

dents want to maintain the 

local charm. Merchants 

know the farms help fuel the 

economy by drawing tourists. 

And longtime residents do 

not want any more traffic. 

 

Nor are they comfortable 

with what happened in 

nearby Shoreham, where a 

developer bought a sod farm 

and a golf course in the hope 

of building 542 homes and 

120,000 square feet of 

shops and offices. 

 

At risk in Southold, Mr. Ed-

wards said, is its 6,000  
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Up Close, Farms Annoy Some Seekers of Rural Life  

òThere is increased 

friction between our 

agricultural traditions 

and elements of 

suburbanization.  Weõre 

wrestling with what kind 

of town we really want to 

be. ó  

Weõre soon going to be faced 

with some difficult issues, such 

as animal welfare and develop-

ment vs òRight to Farm.ó  Iõve 

included these articles from the 

New York Times and Meating-

Place.com to help provide some 

perspective on these issues.  

 -Editor 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/26/nyregion/26farm.html?emc=eta1
http://www.nytimes.com/


acres of developable farm-

land. 

 

About 15,000 acres of 

farmland in the county 

have been preserved by 

government officials, and 

groups that advocate pre-

serving open space have 

paid some farmers for de-

velopment rights, then 

allowed them to keep their 

land to farm. 

 

But one problem with this, 

farmers here say, is that 

some of this land around 

subdivisions is bought by 

developers for vistas, not 

farming, which makes farm-

land more scarce and 

raises the price of remain-

ing farmable land. 

 

George Bartunek, a River-

head councilman who is 

active on agricultural is-

sues, said the town was 

òtrying to cluster housing 

with buffers of open space 

between the farmland and 

the communities.ó 

 

Farmers dismiss the com-

plaints of new homeowners 

here, saying the things they 

dislike are part of rural 

living. 

 

òPeople move out to farm 

country and want its bene-

fits ñ the views, the charm 

ñ without realizing that 

farms make noise and 

create a degree of odor and 

dust,ó said Joseph M. Ger-

gela, executive director of 

the Long Island Farm Bu-

reau, a lobbying organiza-

tion. òThis has become 

farming in suburbia, and 

farmers have to be good 

neighbors, but it isnõt Dis-

neyland.ó 

 

Paulette Satur, who with 

her husband owns Satur 

Farms, in Cutchogue, which 

grows salad greens, herbs 

and vegetables, said that 

real estate brokers should 

tell newcomers what living 

near a farm may involve. 

 

òSomeone buying in an 

agricultural district, itõs 

buyer beware,ó said Ms. 

Satur, who is married to 

Eberhard Müller, a former 

chef at Le Bernardin and 

Lut¯ce in Manhattan. òBut 

prior owners or Realtors 

should have a sheet of 

paper saying, ôIf youõre 

thinking of buying in an 

agricultural area, this what 

it entails.õó 

 

Local farmland has become 

so expensive to buy or rent 

that more farmers are turn-

ing away from staples like 

potatoes and cauliflower 

and are growing more prof-

itable crops like landscap-

ing plants, sod and grapes 

for wine. Farming methods 

have also changed, bring-

ing increased mechaniza-

tion that is not as neighbor-

friendly. 

 

This has caused a problem 

for Satur Farms, which has 

six refrigerated produce 

trailers that spew fumes 

and rumble. 

 

òItõs like living next to a 

fleet of tractor-trailers run-

ning all day and night,ó said 

one resident, Libby Tarle-

ton, 32. òItõs just continu-

ous noise.ó She said that in 

response to her complaint, 

the local authorities sent 

the stateõs right-to-farm 

guidelines, which protect 

farmers from complaints. 

 

òTheir response was basi-

cally, ôItõs a farming area, 

get used to it,õó Ms. Tarle-

ton said. 

 

Ms. Satur dismissed the 

complaint similarly. òThis is 

all part of living near a 

farm,ó she said. 

 

òWe have a working farm  

and if anyone chooses to live 

near a farm ñ I mean, we are 

in the agricultural district, 

and everything we do is to-

tally within the bounds of the 

agricultural zoning,ó she said. 

òWe try to be considerate, but 

we have tractors and trucks.ó 

 
Donõt Ewe be Sheepish 
about visiting our web 

site! 
www.kysheepandgoat.org 
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Louisville, Ky. 

The junior market shows have 

concluded at the 34th North 

American International Live-

stock Exposition and this yearôs 

champion animals have been 

selected. The animals 

were auctioned at the Sale of 

Champions on Thursday No-

vember 15, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. in 

East Hall A. 

The Sale of Champions marked 

the culmination of the North 

American International Live-

stock Exposition and a great 

achievement for the outstanding 

young livestock producers in-

volved. Besides the obvious 

mental and emotional uplift, the 

sale also provides financial sup-

port. From the sale price for 

each animal, 10 percent is ap-

plied to advertising that benefits 

the buyer and 10 percent goes to 

Harvest USA. The remaining 80 

percent goes to the producer to 

use as they see fit. Sometimes it 

goes back into the family farm. 

Often, it goes into a college sav-

ings plan. 

To the Sale of Champions We Go;  
Junior Market Animals Named at Expo 

Junior Champion Lamb:  

Shown by: Jalene Mid-

dlesworth 

Age: 21 

Parents: Perry and Lori 

Middlesworth 

Hometown: Fremont, IA 

Junior Reserve Cham-

pion Lamb: 

Shown by: Kashen Urban 

Age: 21 

Parents: Ritson and Mel-

ody Urban 

Hometown: Roosevelt, 

OK 

Shetland Sheep make 
Second Expo Appearance 

by Dorothy Spencer 

Louisville, KY  

Small, fluffy and fuzzy are three words that can be 

used to describe the Shetland sheep that made their 

second appearance at the North American 

International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) in Louisville, 

KY, on the evening of November 13, 

2007. 

Shetland sheep are a breed of smallñabout 100 

poundsñwool type sheep. Originally 

from the Shetland Islands, the nature of their native 

land formed them into hearty animals. 

òWhen they are born, theyõre nursing in five minutes,ó 

said Nyla Catanzaro, co-superintendent of 

the NAILE Shetland Sheep Show and a breeder from 

Converse, IN. 

Nyla and her husband Joeñthe other co-

superintendentñhave been raising Shetlands for 

the past ten years. According to the Cantanzaros, the 

breed is really growing, so it was an 

important addition to the NAILE. 

The breed was introduced to the United States via 

Canada in 1986, stated Nyla. Since that 

time popularity of the breed has grown. Mike Cline, a 

Shetland exhibitor from Marion, IN, said 

the number of flocks in the nation is almost 1,400. 

Attractive qualities of Shetlands include their maternal 

instincts, heartiness and efficient 

feed conversion, not to mention their wool, said Joe 

Catanzaro. Shetlands come in a variety of 

colors: brown, black, whiteñeven spotted! Their wool 

is extremely fine and soft. It is used by 

hand spinners and knitters, according to Catanzaro. 

Entries in the Shetland division are up to 92 this year. 

Since the first year went smoothly, 

other exhibitors are ready to get involved, said Nyla. 

Three new classes and a Junior Show were 

added this year. 

The Junior Shetland Sheep Show was held on Sunday 

for exhibitors ages 21-and-under. 

òIt really is a great experience for them and a chance 

to learn,ó said Mike Cline. 

The fact that Shetland sheep are small makes them 

attractive to children and good pets. 

òIf you work with them when they are babies they are 

very docile,ó said Nyla. 

Unlike any other sheep breed at the NAILE, Shetlands are shown unfittedñtheir bodies are not shaved and their wool is not trimmed. 

One of the new classes this year is the best Fleece-on-Hoof class. Sheep are judged strictly on their fleece in this class. òIf you have a one-eyed, three-

legged sheep with an awesome fleece, enter it in the best Fleece-on-Hoof class,ó said Catanzaro. The luster, quality and feel of the fleece are major 

scoring factors in this class. 

The number of exhibitors and classes in the show at the NAILE will continue to increase as the popularity of the breed increases. Meanwhile Cline be-

lieves, òThe Shetlands are the best sheep in the barn!ó 

For complete NAILE results visit 

http://www.livestockexpo.org/entry_info/results/results.htm 

http://www.livestockexpo.org/entry_info/results/results.htm


Previews of Coming Attractions! 

Visit http://www.sheepusa.org/ for details 


